Provisional Minutes
Society For Clinical Trials Website Oversight Committee

Conference Call 

June 23, 2009
Attendees:  Colin Begg, Mark Espeland, Elizabeth Franks, John Hepler, Heidi Krause-Steinrauf, Maureen Maguire, Pamela Moke, Scott Rushing, Mat Weiss
We discussed the current committee charge and received, from Colin, his vision of how our committee fits within the organization of the SCT.  We should be proactive in monitoring the website and in identifying strategies for its enhancement.  
ACTION ITEM:  Mark and Heidi will examine the current document, draft revisions, and pass these by the committee members and, ultimately, the Board of Directors.

Elizabeth and John reviewed the current status of the website.  Elizabeth is regularly updating its content.  John is currently developing abstract submission, abstract posting, and voting functions.

ACTION ITEM:  The committee recommends that access to abstracts published on the website be opened to non-members.  Mark and Heidi will pass this recommendation on to the Board of Directors.

We discussed how the committee would interact with other SCT committees.  

ACTION ITEM:  Mark and Heidi will solicit input from the chairs of other committees and Steve Goodman to get input on strategies for enhancing the website.  Colin and Elizabeth will provide a list of current committee chairs.

A number of potential enhancements for the website were discussed.  These included providing video/voice streams of highlighted talks and workshops, providing resources (toolkits, templates, forms, books), and opportunities for meetings and networking.

ACTION ITEM:  Scott and John will research strategies related to posting video streams.

ACTION ITEM:  Maureen, Pam, and Mat will research strategies to post resources.

We need to develop a more efficient mechanism to keep SCT members better informed about enhancements of the website:

ACTION ITEM:  Pam and Elizabeth will develop plans for this.  Pam has volunteered to begin drafting notifications.

Other initiatives include examining better ways to publicize the SCT educational programs, developing a search engine strategy, and use of tools to enhance links and syndication. These will be discussed in future calls.  
ACTION ITEM:  The next conference call of the committee will be scheduled in about a month.  Wake Forest will provide the funding to support succeeding calls.

