2009 Report of the SCT Scholarship Committee

Chair:  Sylvan Green (in memoriam); Marie Diener-West (filling in)
Members:  Andrei Adin-Cristian, Marie Diener-West, Mary Foulkes, Michael Hughes; KyungMann Kim Eleanor Schron, Eleanor and Janet Wittes.  

This year, a total of 8 abstracts were received: 6 from the US, 1 from Canada and 1 from Australia.  This follows the previous submission of  9, 18, 11, 15 and 8 abstracts from 2008, 2007, 2006, 2005 and 2004, respectively. Although there was some discussion about this last year, we need to think of ways to increase the number of submissions.

The scoring process included the assignment of three scores (as described below) to each submission, using the NIH scale of 1-5 (1 best, 5 worse; use single decimal, such as "1.8").  
First score: technical merit (based on considerations such as the following)

    Is the methodology sound?

    Is the approach innovative?

    Does the paper seem logical?

Second score: applied relevancy (based on considerations such as the following)

    Is the topic important?

    Is the approach potentially useful for the clinical trials community?

    Are there reasonable examples of its application to clinical trials?

Third score: overall assessment

    Overall, how meritorious is the submission?

    Are the abstract and paper well-written?

    Is this worth presenting at the annual meeting?

To avoid appearance of conflict of interest, reviewers did not score submissions from their own institution.  
The three submissions with the best overall scores, selected for presentation, were:

Shing Lee from Columbia University- “Continual Reassessment Method with Multiple Toxicity Constraints” 

Yimei Li from University Of Pennsylvania- “Time to Event Modeling in Smoking Cessation Clinical Trials” 

Nolan Wages from University of Virginia – “Continual Reassessment Method for Partial Ordering”
In honor of Sylvan Green, the long-time Chair of the SCT Student Scholarship Committee, we propose naming the 3 finalists as the Sylvan B. Green SCT Student Scholarship Finalists on the meeting program.

The Committee will review the manuscripts and oral presentations of these finalists on Monday, May 4, 2009 in Atlanta.   The winner of the Thomas Chalmers Student Scholarship Award will be announced at the Business Meeting on May 5
