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I would like to offer my sincere thanks to the members of the Program Committee for their hard work over the last 12 months. The committee members are Abdel Babiker, Kay Dickersin, Frank (Xiaoyin) Fan, Susan Halabi, Gary Johnson, James Johnson, KyungMann Kim, Gordon Lan, Eleanor McFadden, James D. Neaton, John Norrie, Wendy Parulekar, Bruce Pihlstrom, Domenic Reda, Daniel Sargent, Christoph Seiler, Angela Smith, and Paul Wakim. 

This year’s program covers a broad spectrum of exciting topics that should be of interest to people working in clinical trials. We are very pleased to have Professor Drummond Rennie of the University of California, San Francisco and Deputy Editor of the Journal of the American Medical Association (JAMA) deliver the Curtis Meinert honorary keynote address entitled “What Am I Worth? Take a Number! The Impact Factor and Much More Personal Problems”. 
We are also very pleased that Professor Janet Darbyshire from the Medical Research Council (MRC) Clinical Trial Unit in the  UK, and Deputy Director of the UK Clinical Research Network project, will present the Founder’s Lecture entitled “Creating a World Class Health Service Infrastructure to Support Clinical Research – the UK Experience”. 

In addition, there will be three exciting Plenary Sessions:  I) Developing a career in clinical trials, II) Attitudes and challenges in surgical trials, and III) Clinical and translational science awards. Also, 13 Invited Sessions will be distributed throughout the conference with the goal of providing material of interest for everyone on each meeting day. There will be 52 oral contributed presentations, 3 oral student scholarship presentations and 68 posters presented at our meeting this year. The diversity of our program is reflected by topics ranging from data management, ethics, adaptive designs, safety planning and analysis, and interim monitoring to patient recruitment, trial monitoring, and heath policy evaluations - with many topics in between. 

This year, the SCT membership responded very positively to our call for organizing invited/plenary sessions. The Program Committee reviewed these proposals and worked with the organizers to refine the proposals. The committee also review the abstracts submitted for poster or contributed presentations via the electronic review system developed by SCT. The committee did a dry run to test the system in early December before full implementation. The system worked really well and significantly improved the efficiency of the review process.
The Program Committee also made a proposal for SCT (approved by the board) to provide laptop computers for all sessions to ensure a smooth transition between presentations. This hopefully will address concerns raised in previous years’ meetings regarding interruptions during contributed paper presentations. In addition, the Committee reached out to the SCT members for volunteers to help moderate the contributed sessions. The responses were very positive, and I think this is another great way to get members involved in society.
Finally, on behalf of the Program Committee, I wish to thank Mary Burke at the SCT office who works tirelessly with the committee to develop the program. Many thanks are also due to Scott Rushing for his computer programming and web expertise. 
Sincerely,

Ivan Chan
Program Chair
