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The last face-to-face meeting of this committee took place in New York on June 4th 2008. The agenda was to brainstorm initiatives for the future of the journal. The meeting included several guest attendees with experience in journal editing. It was attended by Colin Begg, Kay Dickersin, Susan Ellenberg, Steve Goodman, Barry Kramer (Editor JNCI), Alfredo Morabia (Editor, Preventive Oncology), Jim Neaton, Wendy Parulekar, Roberta Scherer and Janet Wittes (Dave Sackett and Rick Chappell participated in absentia). The consensus of the meeting was that the journal is in good shape, and ably led by Steve Goodman, who agreed to another 5-year term as Editor. The journal had just received its first impact factor of 1.9, putting it firmly in the middle of pack (39 of 81) of the journal category “Medicine, Research & Experimental,” excellent placement for a four year old journal. However, there were many ideas to streamline the editorial process and to solicit topics for publication that would raise the profile of the journal and be of interest to the membership of the Society. There was agreement on a general goal to stimulate more opinion articles or editorials on topics of considerable contemporary interest or controversy.

Subsequently, it was decided that a new role of the Publications Committee would be to serve as the “Editorial Board” for the journal. The previous Editorial Board had not been utilized, and indeed consisted largely of senior investigators who were not members of the Society. In taking on this role, in future the Publications Committee will have the responsibility for exercising oversight of the Editorial Office from the perspective of the Society, and for providing general strategic guidance to the Editorial team. A recent change within the editorial office has been the appointment of Barbara Hawkins as Deputy Editor. In addition the team of Associate Editors has been revamped, and now includes the following new members: Giselle Corbie-Smith, Mithat Gonen, John Norrie and Dave Wendler. It is anticipated that there will be more additions in the near future.
A meeting of the Publications Committee will take place during the convention in Atlanta on May 5th, and will include associate editors of the journal. The meeting will involve a status report of the journal, a discussion of how the Publications Committee might more effectively engage the Society in contemporary public debates of clinical trials relevance, and a discussion of the future composition of the Committee. 
