NOMINATING COMMITTEE REPORT – 2008-2009
The 2008-2009 SCT Nominating Committee comprised  Judith Abrams, Colin Begg,  Bob Byington,  Kay Dickersin, Dennis Dixon, Yves Rosenberg and Stan Shapiro (Bob Byington stepped down from the committee when he came under consideration as a potential candidate for  President-Elect).  I would like to thank all the members of the committee for their efforts in helping to produce this year’s slate of candidates. The nominated (elected) candidates were  Bob Byington and Domenic Reda for President-Elect, and for the Board, Gerald Beck,  Nicole Close,  Dean Fergusson, Joanne Goldberg, Angela Kimel and Heidi Krause-Steinrauf.     

Although the Society possess a wealth of talent in its membership, we are not a large group and that poses certain challenges in seeking candidates for executive positions who both meet the necessary requirements and are willing to serve. Although in any given year that may not be an issue, over the long term it can become problematic.   Success in  re-engaging and attracting clinician-investigators,  a more active  part of the SCT in the past, should be high on the society’s priority list. Although the membership is invited to submit names of potential candidates to the committee, there is not a very high uptake.  A recommendation was also made that Board members be solicited for names of potential candidates during the Annual Meeting.   

It would be useful to have a formal transmission mechanism between the past  year’s nominating committee and the next. To the best of my knowledge that has not existed. Since the President and President-Elect are both members of the Nominating Committee it would seem reasonable that a confidential report be submitted to them to be shared with the chair of the incoming Nominating Committee.  Such a note has been transmitted this year.  

