Report to SCT Board of Directors

D R A F T

Report from the 2007—2008 Committee on Fellows,

Society for Clinical Trials

Membership
The members of the 2007-2008 Committee on Fellows for the Society for Clinical Trials (SCT) were recruited by inviting all current Fellows, i.e., those inducted in 2005 and 2006, to participate as members.  This action was taken after contacting the members who served on the 2006-2007 Committee on Fellows of whom only one Fellow agreed to serve on the 2007-2008 Committee.  In addition to the Committee chair and 12 other Fellows, Bob Byington, who chaired the previous two committees, was asked to serve as a consultant to the Committee.  Thus, the members of the 2007-2008 Committee are:

Bob Byington (by invitation)
Barry Davis

Dave DeMets

Susan Ellenberg

Bill Friedewald


Larry Friedman

Sylvan Green

Barbara Hawkins, Chair
Genell Knatterud

John Lachin


Curt Meinert
Ellie Schron

George Williams

Janet Wittes

Process
The business of the Committee was transacted largely by teleconference and email.  A call for nominations was published in the November 2007 issue of the SCT Newsletter.  Nevertheless, based on past experience, it was anticipated that the Committee would be responsible for identifying potential candidates for SCT Fellows and for assembling and submitting nomination packages for some candidates.  At the request of members of the Committee, a document was prepared and distributed to Committee members (see attachment) to clarify and implement the procedures adopted by the SCT Board of Directors in 2005.
An issue that arose early in the Committee’s deliberations was the number of nominations to be made.  The primary reason given to induct a small number of new Fellows each year was to enhance the honor of SCT Fellowships; the primary reason given to induct a larger number was to dispel the notion of “elitism”.  Ultimately, the Committee agreed that a number of nominees between 6 and 18 in 2008 would be acceptable.

Once a preliminary list of potential candidates was agreed upon by the Committee members, the Committee chair with assistance from the SCT Office attempted to document the SCT membership record, in order to establish eligibility, and the history of SCT service of each potential candidate.  Central membership records were incomplete for this purpose.  Thus, a membership record was recreated for each potential candidate, to the extent possible, from available membership directories, lists of participants in SCT meetings, and from the online current membership database.  Because membership records were recognized to be incomplete, the Committee agreed that, in cases in which it was not clear that the membership criterion had been satisfied, the candidate and the nominator would provide information to support eligibility.

One nomination was received from the membership at large.  From a list of 40 other potential candidates, the Committee selected 14 to be nominated and Committee members volunteered to assemble the nomination packages for individual candidates.  One of the candidates selected was discovered to be ineligible because of his SCT office at the time the provisions for Fellows were adopted by the SCT Board in 2005.  A second individual declined to be nominated.  Thus, the Committee members were responsible for assembling the nomination packages for 12 candidates.

Nominations of 2008 SCT Fellows
The 13 individuals selected for induction as SCT Fellows in 2008 are:

Jean-Pierre Boissel, MD

Marc Buyse, ScD (?)
Paul L. Canner, PhD

J. Richard Crout, MD

Marian R. Fisher, PhD


Joerg Hasford, MD

William R. Henderson, PhD

Frances F. LoPresti, MS

Ruth McBride, ScB

Frank W. Rockhold, PhD


Joel I. Verter, PhD

O. Dale Williams, PhD

Salim Yusuf, MBBS, DPhil

Complete nomination packages are available in electronic files for each of these nominees.  The files will be transmitted to the SCT central office for archiving after the Board approves these individuals.  Packages for individual candidates are available to officers of the Society.  It should be noted that some of the electronic files are quite large.  The new Fellows include physicians, statisticians, and others; three are women.  Three of the 2008 Fellows are from Europe and one is from Canada, consistent with the international membership of the SCT.  At this time, it is not known how well the Fellows (2006 and 2007 inductees plus 2008 Fellows to be inducted) reflect the total SCT membership with respect to training and gender.  Information about the current and past members would be useful to future Committees on Fellows.
Of the 54 letters nominating letters received for 13 nominees, 26 were from members of the Committee on Fellows and 7 were from other current Fellows.  Thus, 17 of the current 23 Fellows participated in the nomination process.

Responsibility for Mementos of Induction
During 2006 and 2007, the chair of the Committee on Fellows took personal responsibility for creating and printing certificates of appreciation, having them framed, and purchasing engraved acrylic paperweights that were given to newly inducted Fellows as mementos of the occasion.  At the request of the chair of the 2007-2008 Committee, the issue was referred to the Executive Committee and a decision was made to arrange for preparation of these materials through the SCT central office or secretariat to provide continuity from year to year.

Recommendations to the Board of Directors
1. Induct the 13 individuals named above as 2008 SCT Fellows.

2. Consider establishing a better guideline regarding the number of new Fellows to be inducted each year, e.g., a maximum number equal to 1% of the total number of current SCT members or a specific range, such as 4 to 10 new Fellows per year.

3. As soon as feasible, provide future chairs of the SCT Committee on Fellows with access to a prospectively maintained database of SCT members that tracks membership over time and SCT service on standing and ad hoc committees.

4. Consider whether the Board would prefer that the “college” of Fellows be a strictly honorary, passive group or whether the Fellows should have a more active role, as a group.  For example, are there specific tasks (continuing or occasional) that the Fellows should be asked to take responsibility for or to provide consultation?  A suggestion from the Committee is that the Fellows give an annual award to the best paper presented in a special session for which papers are solicited, analogous to the Student Scholarship Session except that all SCT members would be eligible.  Another suggestion was that a committee of Fellows write a history of the Society, ideally for publication in Clinical Trials.  If such a task is too daunting, then at least a chronology of events leading to creation of the Society and key events since its formation should be created by the Fellows, many of whom are founding members of the Society, and filed at the SCT Office.
5. Organize a small reception in conjunction with each annual SCT scientific meeting (possibly Sunday evening?) to which current Fellows and newly inducted Fellows are invited so that the current Fellows can “welcome” the new Fellows.  (The breakfast for new SCT members, Board of Directors, and Fellows does not serve this purpose well, in the opinion of the current Fellows.)

Submitted to the SCT President and Board of Directors by

Barbara S. Hawkins, Chair
2007-2008 SCT Committee on Fellows

A T T A C H M E N T

Selection of 2008 Fellows of the Society for Clinical Trials

Nomination Process

Candidates for Fellow of the Society for Clinical Trials (SCT) may be nominated by any SCT member including members at large, members of the SCT Committee on Fellows, and current Fellows.  The following materials must be included in the nomination package:

· Candidate’s current curriculum vitae
· 3 or more letters of support of the nomination from individuals qualified to describe the candidate’s contributions to the Society.  At least 2 of the letters should be from individuals at an institution, agency, or organization other than the candidate’s.  These letters should address all of the criteria that apply to the nominee.  In particular, contributions both to the field of clinical trials and to the Society should be addressed.
· If the nominating member is not the author of one of the letters of support, a cover letter or memorandum should accompany the other materials and should document that the criterion regarding SCT membership has been satisfied.
The candidate may be requested to provide a current curriculum vitae (CV) and names of individuals who may be asked to write letters of nomination.  However, the candidate should not be asked to solicit the nominating letters.

Nomination packages for 2008 candidates may be submitted by email (preferred, with CV and letters attached as pdf files), fax, courier, or post to the current chair of the Committee on Fellows.  For candidates nominated in 2007-2008, they should be sent to:

  Barbara S. Hawkins, PhD

  Wilmer Clinical Trials and Biometry

  550 N. Broadway, 9th Floor, Room 930

  Baltimore, MD 21205-2010

  U.S.A.

  1-410-955-0569 (fax)

  bhawkins@jhmi.edu
All nominations from the membership at large should be received no later than January 31, 2008, for candidates to be considered for induction in 2008.  Nominations from the Committee on Fellows should be received by February 22, 2008.  An email message should be sent to the Committee chair whenever materials are being sent via courier, fax, or post so that receipt can be confirmed with the sender.

Eligibility Criteria

Candidates for this honor must have been an SCT member for at least 5 of the previous 10 years or for a total of at least 10 years since the Society was formed in 1979-1980.  It is not necessary for the candidate to be a current SCT member to be eligible, as long as this criterion is satisfied.  In addition, no SCT officer or member of the Board of Directors in 2004-2005, when the proposal for creating SCT Fellows was adopted, will be eligible for 5 years, i.e., until the 2010 group of Fellows is selected.
Each nominee will be evaluated by the Committee on Fellows on the basis of (a) contributions to the advancement of clinical trials in one or more of the following areas:

· Methodologic development

· Coordination, conduct, or leadership of individual clinical trials

· Education

· Ethics

· Promotion of a better understanding by the general public of the importance of randomized clinical trials

and (b) service to the Society.
Evaluation of Candidates

Candidates will be evaluated by the SCT Committee on Fellows, which is made up of current fellows; selection of new Fellows will be made by the Committee.  The selections will be forwarded to the SCT President and Board of Directors for final approval.  Individuals selected as Fellows will be notified by the SCT President in advance of the annual SCT scientific meeting at which they will be inducted so that they can arrange to be present at the meeting.
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