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This is the fourth annual report I have presented to the SCT Board of Directors.  I want to thank the members of the Education Committee for their hard work helping to assemble this year’s pre-conference workshops. I also want to thank Mary Burke in the SCT Office and Eleanor McFadden, for their invaluable guidance and assistance.
Looking Back at the Montreal Meeting
I am providing an update to the 2007 report since the original report was written about two months before the meeting.  In the year preceding the Montreal meeting, I focused on increasing the size and diversity of the education committee and the number of workshops.  Workshop attendance was exceptionally high, and number of half-day registrants totaled 437, the second highest total in SCT history, being surpassed only by the 2000 Toronto meetings.  The ratio of half-day workshop registrants to meeting registrants was 437/660 = 66%, which was the highest in SCT history (the Toronto meetings were second highest with 505/819 = 62%).  The total number of 9 workshops presented was also highest on record.
The Montreal meetings were also the first meetings in which CME credits were available for a workshop and the first time a full-day workshop was offered (Principles of Data Management).

Growth Continues
In anticipation of offering new educational programs to SCT membership and a desire to continue broadening the membership base, increasing the size and diversity of the committee was again the focus.  The size of the committee this year increased to 19, and included four clinicians, two nurses, nine statisticians, three with backgrounds in information technology and one education specialist.
Pre-conference Workshops

The number of workshops for this year is the highest since the SCT meetings began:  ten half-day workshops and one full day workshop are being offered. The number registered as of April 18 is in parentheses.
· Fundamentals of Randomized Clinical Trials (full day) (7)
· Interim Analysis of Clinical Trials: from Theory to Practice (41)
· Trial and Site Management for Multi-Center Trials (13)
· Biomarker Terminology and Technology and Real World Implementation (12)
· Data Safety Monitoring Committees (17)
· The Cochrane Collaboration and The Cochrane Library (8)
· Non-Inferiority Trials (20)
· Electronic Data Acquisition (13)
· Use of Biomarkers in Clinical Trial Design and Analysis (24)
· Randomized Phase 2 Clinical Trials (23)
· The Nuts and Bolts of Safety Monitoring in Clinical Trials (18)
Statistical workshops continue to attract the most registrants.  However, we believe the diversity of pre-conference workshop topics appeal to the varied interests of SCT members.
Continuing Education
Due to a change in leadership and faculty for the Fundamentals of Randomized Clinical Trials workshop, there was not enough time to obtain CME accreditation.   Last year, no workshop registrants asked for CME credits.  In addition, the clinicians on the education committee indicated that it is now very easy to obtain CMEs through on-line educational programs and this is not likely to attract people to the meeting.  Workshop content is more important.

Other Changes in Fundamentals of Randomized Clinical Trials workshop
This year the workshop was offered as a full-day workshop rather than two half-day workshops.  It appears that registration will be about half what it was last year.  It is not clear whether this decrease is due to: 1) positioning of the workshop on the registration form (last), 2) change to full-day format, 3) general drop in overall registration, or 4) market exhaustion (this workshop has been offered every year for the last nine years).
Future Work

The education committee endorses creating an on-line archive of workshop presentations beginning with workshops presented next year.  Workshop faculty will need to sign an agreement to allow use of their workshop slides by SCT. 
The committee also suggests that SCT pursue web seminars which can be offered periodically between annual meetings.

A separate committee (or subcommittee of the existing education committee) should be formed to pursue these new activities.  The current committee is primarily focused on planning the workshops for the annual meeting.  Concern was expressed about the amount of time that would be needed to develop these new areas.
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